
Application

Experts know: Controlling conventional folding machines requires 
a high level of technical know-how and experience. Changing 
the machine setup is a complicated and time-consuming task, 
even for professionals. Preparation times vary depending on the 
material and how it is folded. In addition, the trend of customers 
placing orders for smaller and smaller quantities is still on the rise. 
This increases unproductive preparation times for post-press ope-
rations, causing the folding machines to no longer be profi table. 
In addition, the know-how and qualifi cations of highly-paid skilled 
labor were needed to manually control the folding machines. 

With this in mind, new automation solutions were needed in the 
past few years that had to meet the following requirements in order 
to succeed: short preparation times, a high degree of process auto-
mation, easy operation which didn’t require extensive IT or software 
knowledge, and integration into the complete digital workfl ow. 

Modern Control Concepts 
Mean New Possibilities 

For integration into the workfl ow, MBO worked together with the 
automation specialists at B&R to develop the “Navigator-Control” 
digital controller for buckle folding machines and combination 
folding machines. For the fi rst time, Navigator-Control combines 
machine control, production monitoring, and machine adjust-
ments in a single, uniform control management system – fulfi lling 
a requirement that is continually expressed by practitioners. It is 
important to provide easy operation and handling – automation 
should speed up processes and not make them overly complex. 

MBO Folding Machines
Ask the Machine – It Has the Answer

The digital era has recently arrived for the more than 
500-year-old printing industry, making it necessary for 
the processing industries to change their way of thinking. 
This was especially true for traditional bookbinders: Auto-
mated, computer-assisted folding machine control is be-
coming more accepted. MBO Maschinenbau Oppenweiler 
Binder is a pioneer in the area of computer-controlled 
folding. This machine manufacturer is one of the leading 
producers of folding machines and peripheral devices for 
printers and bookbinderies. Their digital, microprocessor-
controlled technology provides an efficient, high-quality 
solution which is integrated in the digital workflow, re-
duces preparation times, and groups several processing 
tasks together. 
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